Developing the Research Questions for the Big Mama’s House

What are the elements and what makes it a research question?

· It is used as the framework for seeking a broader understanding of the truth.
· It represents and effort to understand context:
· Environment

· Issues

· Perceptions and reactions
· Patterns and trends
· Effects

· The things we learn will inform the work – it will define content, clarify strategies, make a case for a particular approach.
· It contains concepts and elements that are operationalized in the answering (data collection and analysis) of the question.

· How do you define safe space for girls?

· What does leadership look like?
· It is not a question that is asked but one that is answered based on information (data) that is gathered from multiple sources and analyzed from multiple perspectives in order to find meaning.

· Research Questions can explore different perspectives:

· What do we want to learn from girls?
· What do we want to learn about girls?
· What do we want to learn about attitudes about girls?
· What do we want to know about systems and how they function? 

Elements of the Research Question:

· What do we want to know (understand) about the elements of the research question?

· What do we want others to know (understand)?

· What are the elements that need to be defined further?
· What are the methods that will be best suited in gaining further understanding?

· Who should be involved in that process?

Sample Research Question for Big Mama’s House
1. What does healthy youth development look like for girls?
2. What is the relationship between activism and critical thinking and   leadership development for girls?

3. What are the issues defined by girls that are most critical to their development?

4. What would culturally grounded safe space for girls include?

5. How can girls use resistance in positive and healing ways? What support do they need from adults to do this?  
6. What are the indicators of positive change in girls’ lives and how do we know we’re having an effect?
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