Data Collection Methods at a Glance

	Data Collection Method
	Type of Data
	Constituency Group
	Purpose of data

	
	
	
	

	Community Surveys
	Quick and dirty information on how girls feel about a particular issue
	Girls in the community or in programs

Parents, gatekeepers, service providers in the community
	Get an idea of general attitudes and beliefs of girls and other community members w/o filter

	
	
	
	

	Interviews
	More in depth understanding of girl’s experiences with particular issue within the context of their experience and in their own words
	Girls who have some personal experience that has relevance to the issue you want to know about
	Use in development of educational campaign or activities/development of engagement strategies/ development of services

	
	
	
	

	Focus Groups
	Feedback on perspectives of individuals within a group context that leads to deeper discussion and illustrative interaction
	Groups of people with shared characteristic or experience (i.e. girls in a particular community, parents of girls in program, teachers)
	Provides insight into how your program/issue is perceived by a particular group of constituents that can help shape program activities or educational approaches

	
	
	
	

	Videography/

Ethnographic observation

	Gives a visual or descriptive look at the issue/program -framing it within an  environmental context

Gives information about how the culture of  group works
	Participants in activities, people in the community
	Provides an understanding of the frame in which an issue or program functions

	Community Mapping/Photo Mapping
	Maps the terrain and interactive patterns of a community or group in word and with pictures including transportation patterns,  congregate settings, public behaviors, safe and unsafe spaces, information  sites
	Gatekeepers and stakeholders, people in community
	Provides a cultural blueprint for understanding a group or community that informs outreach, organizing and educational or program services

	
	
	
	

	Relationship Mapping
	Provides information about relationships and patterns of relationships as they are constructed in a person’s life either by intent or by circumstance
	Girls in programs, parents and other extended family members
	Create a visual perspective of how people see themselves in relation to others – what they give and what they look for in others that can influence choices, values, decision making and behaviors

	
	
	
	

	Journaling
	Provides a structured means for expression of feeling and ideas and can be constructed in ways that address particular questions to draw out thinking that is not influenced by others
	Girls in programs, parents and other extended family and social network members
	Brings a personal perspective regarding the effects of an issue on an individual inside their inner dramatization of their lives and all the attendant players 

	
	
	
	

	Photo Journaling
	Provides a visual and accompanying story to 

express the ideas and meaning that girls get from their relationships and surroundings
	Girls in programs, parents and other extended family and social network members
	Provides a visual depiction of life through the eyes of the participants which is defining and described in their own words
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