Conducting Observation

Ethnography

Is a technique developed by anthropologists for describing the context of social or cultural phenomena and situations.  Ethnographic study is based on observations and investigation of the real world, as perceived and spoken about in the language of the people that live in that world.  This technique is just one of several techniques classified as qualitative methods designed to understand programs as a whole.  Ethnography has an emphasis on discovering the patterns and workings – values and behaviors of a particular group or community.  It can be useful in determining approach, emphasis of educational activities and developing strategies that are going to be most suited and relevant to the community.

Things to look for:

Environment:

Describe the overall feeling and appearance of the location based on observations and feelings.

Space:

Describe the characteristics of the physical setting

Objects:

What objects caught your attention – both subtle and not so subtle

Actors:

Describe the players involved – both people and animals if relevant

Activities:

What activities were the actors involved in?

Acts:

What actions took place?

Time:

Describe time – both time of day and how it moved or not

Feelings:

What feelings did you sense in the space, between the players?  What did you feel as an observer?

Additional observations:
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